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SEPTEMBER 
•	Back	to	School!	Start	the	
curriculum,	teach	Lesson 1,	
“adopt”	a	local	forest	or	natural	
space,	and	kick	off	a	year	of	
forest	fun!

•	On	National Public Lands Day 
(last	Saturday	of	the	month),	
spend	some	time	helping	out	and	
enjoying	a	natural	public	space.	 
Find	an	event	near	you	at	 
www.publiclandsday.org/.

•	In	Lesson 3: A Forest of Benefits, 
students	learn	about	how	forests	can	 
clean	water.	Be	a	citizen-scientist	and	monitor	 
your	closest	stream,	river,	pond.	Find	out	about	World  
Water Monitoring Day (September	18)	by	visiting 
www.worldwatermonitoringday.org.	

OCTOBER 
•	Teach	or	revisit	Lesson 2: Know My Forest.	
•	Have	students	“adopt”	a	tree,	take	measurements,	and	
chart	changes	in	the	tree.	

•	Set	up	a	bird	feeder	outside	your	classroom,	and	keep	an	
identification	guide	nearby.	How	many	local	and/or	 
migratory	birds	can	students	spot?

NOVEMBER
•	As	temperatures	get	cooler,	bring	students	back	to	the	 
forest	and	have	them	chart	the	changes	to	“their”	tree.	

•	In	some	regions,	the	loss	of	foliage	may	make	it	a	good	time	
to	revisit	Lesson 3: A Forest of Benefits.

DECEMBER
•	How	many	of	your	students	are	visiting	forested	places	for	
the	holidays?	Have	them	take	pictures	so	the	class	can	
identify	the	trees	and	other	flora	and	fauna.	

•	Post	the	pictures	on	your	iForest	blog.

JANUARY 
•	When	temperatures	are	lower,	the	forest	changes.	Head	to	
the	forest	and	revisit	Lesson 4: A Forest of Possibilities 
and	chart	the	changes	to	“their”	tree.

•	In	this	wet	or	snowy	season,	look	for	animal	tracks	in	mud	
or	snow	and	identify	them	using	the	Animal Tracks	activity 
at	www.discovertheforest.org/what-to-do.	Other	animal	
signs	may	be	easier	to	spot	too.	Look	for	nests,	droppings,	
and	feathers.

FEBRUARY
•	Buds	are	appearing!	Report	what	you	see	at	Project  

BudBurst	(www.budburst.ucar.edu/).	Dissect	buds	and/or	
put	budding	twigs	in	water	and	watch	the	leaves	open.	

•	It’s	maple	syrup	season!	If	you	live	in	an	area	where	 
sugaring	occurs,	take	your	class	to	a	local	sugar	syruper.	

MARCH 
•	How	does	“your”	forest	look	 
			now?	Is	spring	in	full	swing?	 
			The	first	day	of	spring	occurs	on	 
			March	20th	or	21st,	the	day	of	 
		the	vernal	equinox	(when	the	sun	 
		sits	directly	over	the	equator).	

•	Revisit	Lesson 2: Know My  
   Forest	and	have	students	hunt	for	

new	specimens	and	connections	as	
the	forest	teems	with	new	life.	

APRIL 
•	It’s	Earth Day	(April	22),	Arbor Day	(last	Friday	of	the	

month),	and	Keep America Beautiful Month!	Check	 
www.discovertheforest.org	for	celebration	ideas.	It’s	also	
the	deadline	to	submit	your	class’s	work	for	possible	 
inclusion	in	the	Forest Hall of Fame (www.FindingMy 
Forest.org/hall-of-fame.html).

•	Revisit	Lesson 3: A Forest of Benefits and	get	your	 
students	thinking	about	why	we	celebrate	and	conserve	
our	forests.

•	If	you	haven’t	already,	plant	your	pollinator	garden	 
(see	Lesson	1:	Discover	My	Forest	as	well	as	Pollinator	
LIVE	at	pollinatorlive.pwnet.org/)

MAY
•	Return	to	the	forest	and	continue	to	chart	the	changes	to	
the	tree	your	students	have	adopted,	and	to	the	forest	as	
a	whole.	Post	a	school	year’s	worth	of	changes	on	your	
iForest	blog.	

•	Revisit	Lesson 4: A Forest of Possibilities	to	get	 
students	excited	about	all	of	the	things	they	can	do	in	
forests	during	their	summer	vacation.	

JUNE 
•	Celebrate	Great Outdoors Month,	World Environment 

Day	(June	5),	National Trails Day	(first	Saturday	of	the	
month),	and	National Get Outdoors Day	(second	 
Saturday	of	the	month)!	Spend	time	outside	and	 
participate	in	events	that	are	nearby. 

JULY
•	Summer	camp	and	outdoor	educators:	Celebrate	 

National Recreation and Parks Month	by	visiting	a	park	
or	recreation	area	with	the	young	people	you	work	with.	
Teach	Lesson 2: Know My Forest.	

AUGUST
•	Summer	camp	and	outdoor	educators:	Keep	the	forest	fun	
going,	by	teaching	Lesson 4: A Forest of Possibilities.


